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Clifford K. Hurter
President/CEO

Message from the President
Happy New Year to you!  We are praying this new year will be a happy, healthier year than 
2020 turned out to be.  Although God certainly provided and protected us throughout 
last year.  I thank the Lord for the strength and endurance that all our team members 
have exhibited these past 10 months as we have cared for our residents.  I thank God for 
our residents and their families for the patience and flexibility they have shown as our 
health care and personal care residents have been confined to their rooms with no visits 
from family for over 10 months.

These have certainly been challenging days which we never dreamed would continue into 
2021.  After going 9 months with no cases in health care or personal care, the virus crept 

into our health care center. Over the past 5 weeks, though we had a number of health care residents test positive, 
most have been asymptomatic.  Sadly, we did have some who did not survive their illness.  Team members have 
had to step up as various members in all departments either had tested positive or were in contact with someone 
who did and they needed to quarantine.  Though personal care residents have had no positive cases, they have been 
quarantined a number of times due to possible exposure from our team members.  We continue to test residents in 
health care and personal care at least once a week and team members twice a week.  Hopefully, the vaccine will help 
slow down and stop the progress of the COVID virus.  Our team members and health care residents have received 
their first dose and personal care will soon be given their first vaccine.

It seems like so much of our time and thoughts have revolved around COVID 19 over these past months but 
other things continue to move ahead here.  I want to welcome 2 new members to our executive team as well as 
say goodbye to one that has faithfully served Calvary Homes for many years.  Danielle “Dani” Martin is our new 
VP of Health Services & NHA (Nursing Home Administrator).  Her responsibilities are to oversee our Health 
Care, Personal Care, Life Enrichment and Social Services Departments.  Having served at a number of other 
skilled nursing and rehab facilities in the area, she brings good experience and qualifications to her position.  We 
say goodbye and thank you to Kevin Mills who has spent many years serving as the Business Manager here.  Due 
to ongoing health issues, Kevin has stepped down.  I appreciate the many years of service Kevin gave to Calvary 
Homes.  After reevaluating the business manager position, we have decided to expand the position to include some 
of the financial aspects I have been doing.  As a result, Eric Bender comes on board as our VP of Finance & CFO.  
For the past 16 years Eric has served as VP of Finances & CFO for two senior living communities in Lancaster and 
Lebanon Counties.  

Be sure to welcome these two new team members as they become part of our community.

Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer

The Gift Shop Trolley
We are happy to share a new addition to our gift shop. With the help 
of Kelly Byers, Sandy and Carl Hodges, we now have a Gift Shop on 
wheels that has been making visits to our residents in Nissley Personal 
Care and Baumgartner Personal Care during the pandemic. The 
trolley is filled with lots of goodies and items from the Calvary gift 
shop.  We are discussing the plan to continue with the trolley and 
hopefully expand into Healthcare.

(Pictured:  Kelly Byers, Executive Assistant to the President/CEO  
and Sandy Hodges, Gift Shop Manager)
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Front Row: Mr. James Martin, Treasurer, Dr. Penny Clawson, Secretary, Mr. Ray Lanas, Board Chair, Mrs. Nancy James, Rev. Henry 
Heijermans, Rev. Robert Reid; Second Row: Mr. John Zeswitz, Mr. Jeff Dahl, Board Vice Chair, Mr. Steve Fry, Mr. Clifford Hurter, Calvary 

President/CEO, Mr. David Hostetter, Mr. Walter Lee, Mr. David Stott, Calvary VP of Operations.  (Not Pictured: Mr. Jon Sensenig)

Calvary’s 2020-2021 Board Members

On January 11, 2021, 
Healthcare residents 
and team members 
received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine.  Cliff Hurter, 
lead the team and was 
the first to receive the 
vaccine.

Cliff Hurter, President/CEO Eric Soash, Food Service gives the “thumbs up”  
after receiving his vaccine.

Shaniqua Stewart, Personal Care Team member 
receives her vaccine.

David Vega and Karen 
Sanger, Healthcare Team 

Members waiting 15 
minutes after receiving 

their vaccines.

Calvary Homes Receives the COVID Vaccine
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Resting on Our Laurels? 
Daniel N. Snyder

In 58 years of serving Lancaster County, Calvary Homes is not about to rest on our laurels! So much is happening 
in and through our community of faith and fellowship and all for God’s glory and praise. Here is a brief outline of 
some accomplishments and a vision of further progress to come:

Extra Ordinary Give:

 We rejoice in the 114 donors making gifts of $14,754 for the Extra Ordinary 
Give. These gifts, combined with a $100 prize from Giant Food Stores and 
Stretch Gifts from the Lancaster Country Community Foundation partners 
brought our net proceeds for this event to approximately $14,854. This was 
our second highest result since our first year participating in 2015. We thank 
all our friends helping to support the Benevolent Fund in this way. 

Calendar Year End Appeal:

 The Extra Ordinary Give results combine with gifts from our Calendar 
Year End Appeal in December 2020 of $64,958. These record-making gifts, 
made by 103 donors, helped us more than double the $30,000 goal for the 
Benevolent Fund from this appeal!  This is a genuine blessing for our ministry 
and marks a record for giving to this annual appeal for benevolent care!

Capital Campaign:

 The beginning of 2021 marks three years into our five year Caring and 
Preparing for Today and Tomorrow capital campaign. While we have 
passed 60% of the time allotted for the campaign, we have achieved 85% 
of our campaign goal of $2 million dollars with gifts and pledges of nearly 
$1,697,000. During this time period, we reached out to 780 households with 
information about the campaign, seeing 40% of those households participate. 
We are still counting on the remaining 60% of households, employees and 
business partners to join us between now and the end of 2022 by making a 
gift or pledge. I know we can reach this goal with YOUR help! 

 We look behind and thank God for His protection and provisions in 2020 
and look ahead with hope and expectation of greater things to come in 2021 
and beyond. Join with us in celebrating!

Daniel N. Snyder 
Director of Development
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Bereavement and Calvary Helping You Cope with Loss
“Bereavement” is a word that describes how we deal with the 
death and loss of a loved one. It was first recorded in English in 
the 1730s, and it is based on an older word “bereave,” meaning 
“to take away or deprive, especially by death.” To the chaplaincy 
here at Calvary Homes, all of our residents are very special. I 
realize that many of the things we try to do in the moments of 
loss bring little comfort to hearts as you are suffering the loss of 
your loved ones. Please take comfort in the fact that God, in his 
providence knows how to comfort you. Your spiritual progress 
is a top priority for me as your chaplain, and Calvary Homes 
has been encouraged to totally reorganize  its bereavement 
ministry and spiritual care services to our residents suffering 
loss. We attempt to walk together in “companioning” with our 
residents for 13-months following the passing of their loved one. 
We anticipate the development of a bereavement support group 
meetings, the dissemination grief publications and information 
regarding our Annual Butterfly Release in October of each year.

The Apostle Paul assured us that the Holy Spirit would be with us as we, as believers in Christ, come to the realization 
that “...we do not sorrow as others having no hope….” 1 Thessalonians 4:13. Please know that I am praying about 
new avenues of approach in providing a competence and effectiveness to our grief programming here at Calvary 
Homes. Your spiritual well-being is important to me as you walk through this part of your journey with the Lord 
and, more importantly, my prayer is that you would know that you are loved.  

Chaplain Kevin Brown

Calvary Treasures Thrift Store
It was back on February 17, 2017 when the first thrift shop committee was 
formed.  There were 21 resident volunteers who gathered for discussion 
and in doing so additional committees were formed to begin to pull it 
all together.  The purpose of the Calvary Treasures Thrift Store was to 
take the place of the yearly auction fundraiser to continue to raise funds 
for benevolent care at Calvary Homes all year long by selling gently used 
furniture, household goods and ladies’ accessories.  It was also to provide 
a place for residents and their families to donate useable household 
belongings throughout the year as well as provide an outreach to our 
community.   

Our resident volunteer list has grown since February 2017 to 38 volunteers. 
Each volunteer is an integral part of the success of the thrift store as well 
as our community and those who make donations.  And, we are so very 
pleased to announce that back in September 2020, the Calvary Treasures 
Thrift Store peaked in the $100,000 level in net proceeds since opening in 
June of 2017.

Thank you to everyone for your support in donating items, for purchasing 
items and to all of our volunteers who have given of their time at the Thift 
Store in support of the Benevolent Fund.  We couldn’t have done it without each and every one of you!

Pictured on the front cover: Art Westman, Elsie Bush, Roger Pepper, Bev Burnaford, Carl Hodges, John Bush, 
Eleanor Doutrich, Jean Hassel, Sandy Hodges, Paul Nelson, Barbara Friedman, Gloria Nelson, Norm Griess, 
Coleen Horst, Jeanette Lewis, Nancy Figge, Elva Weaver, Kathryn Garber, Barbara Cott, Doris McCleary, Barb 
Denlinger, Carolyn Samworth, Sally Cheyney, Janet Pepper, Vivian Westman, Lois Zigrang, Gladys Esh, Judy 
Naugle (Not pictured:  Rosalie Moore)



7

             Memorial Butterfly Release
Here at Calvary Homes, we understand that there is nothing in the Bible that correlates the human life with 
that of the butterfly, nor is there anything biblically connected with the butterfly as a metaphor for the Christian 
believer.  However, we believe that there is spiritual value to what God has created.  We can compare the butterfly 
development to the human lifespan, and even symbolize Christ’s and the Christian believer’s resurrection.  It has 
been a difficult year, and due to the COVID 19 pandemic, we were unable to hold the annual Memorial Butterfly 
Release.  We would like to honor our loved ones who have gone to be with the Lord in this issue.

Is There Biblical Meaning Behind the Releasing of Butterflies?
The butterfly has long been a symbol of the resurrection, and a rebirthing into a new life after being in a cocoon 
for a period of time.

To understand this symbolism, it is important to understand the life cycle of a butterfly. The butterfly has three 
phases during its life: the caterpillar, the chrysalis or cocoon and the adult butterfly. The butterfly eats continuously 
in its caterpillar stage, symbolizing the normal and earthly human life; when people are preoccupied with taking 
care of their normal earthly needs. The caterpillar, then, spins itself into a chrysalis or cocoon. This resembles the 
tomb and burial of the human body at death, waiting for the resurrection after death and the new physical body 
that will come along with the resurrection. The butterfly emerges from the cocoon, symbolizing the resurrection 
and a glorious new life free of material restrictions.

This symbolism can be a metaphor for the life of Christ. When Christ died on the cross, he was placed in a tomb. 
At the end of three days he arose from the dead. He was resurrected from the tomb with a human body that was 
free of material restrictions or limitations. In the resurrection of Jesus, God was doing the same kind of thing he 
does when he makes butterflies out of worms. When people die, because of Christ’s resurrection, we know it is 
possible for them to live again too.

The butterfly symbolizes, for many of us, the resurrection. For many Christians around the world, this symbolism 
is correlated to several verses of scripture, written by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter15 of the New 
Testament. The theme of Paul’s teachings is that “we shall all be changed….” The Christian hope is that what is 
sown in the grave as a weak mortal body will be raised an indestructible spiritual body, not subject to temptation, 
sorrow, death or pain.

Related Bible Verses
So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown 
in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. (1 Corinthians 15:42-44)
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In Loving Memory
Lela Hartman

October 7, 2019

Anne Esbenshade
November 1, 2019

Betty Smyrl
November 2, 2019

James Dommel
December 12, 2019

Aslaug Lorentsen
January 1, 2020

Ralph Wenger
January 23, 2020

Lou Reiter
February 8, 2020

Catherine Burk
February 21, 2020

Virginia Johnson
March 27, 2020

Elinor Rogers
March 30, 2020

Jessie Keyser
April 28, 2020

Marjorie Magnuson
May 11, 2020

James Musser
May 13, 2020

Donald Steinmetz
June 20, 2020

Doris Bridgeman
July 2, 2020

Dorothy Barnes Rohrer
July 10, 2020

Howard Gebhard
July 14, 2020

Gloria Northeimer
July 23, 2020

Jean Wighaman
August 19, 2020

Ike Groff
August 20, 2020

James Funk
September 6, 2020

Sara Risser
September 25, 2020

Eileen Mellinger
October 3, 2020

Cathy Heijermans
October 18, 2020

Beatrice Strong
October 19, 2020

Michael Strong
October 27, 2020

Ruth Ann Esh
November 13, 2020

Ann Sidebothom
November 23, 2020

Jean Alexander
November 28, 2020

Thelma Jane Taft
December 17, 2020

Esther Mark
December 17, 2020

Marvin Apple
December 19, 2020

Ruth Huber
December 29, 2020

James Pollock
December 30, 2020

Virginia Miller
January 4, 2021

James Nolt
January 4, 2021

Janet Leaman
January 11, 2021

Shirley Morris
January 12, 2021

Fanny Reider
January 14, 2021

R. Jack Largent
February 6, 2021

Lillian Martin
February 10, 2021

Patricia Miller
February 14, 2021

Robert Westcott
February 18, 2021

Bertha Finkbiner
February 28, 2021
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Calvary Beauty Salon Is Open!
Contact Beth or Christine at 717-824-8821 to schedule your appointment.

Beth Graham, Stylist Christine Dickson, Stylist

Planned Giving  
Pavers Project

On your next visit to Calvary, we hope you are able to 
take a moment as you enter through the Main Entrance 
walkway to view the bricks that have been paved.  We 
would like to honor these very special individuals who 
have provided planned gifts to benefit and further our 
mission of caring.  If you would like more information 
on the Planned Giving Friends Program, please contact 
Daniel Snyder, Director of Development. 

Marketing News. . . 
We would like to wish Mrs. Deb Fasnacht all the best 
on her retirement. And, thanks for her faithful service 
to Calvary Homes. 

We would also like to welcome Ms. Kimberly Sager 
to the Marketing Team as the new Administrative 
Assistant.

Nissley Personal Care residents had a front row view 
of these creative works of “snow”. Thank you to the 
family and friends for brightening up the day!
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Let’s Give a Warm Welcome

Eric Bender
Vice President of Finance/CFO

Danielle “Dani” Martin
Vice President of Health Services
& Nursing Home Administrator

Exploring New 
Technology with  

Temperature Checks 
and Screening

On your next visit to Calvary, you will have the 
opportunity to use our new temperature check 
and screening kiosk located in our main lobby.  
This kiosk is a user-friendly touch screen and 
is programmed to take your temperature and 
ask the necessary questions in following the 
current guidelines for all visitors, vendors and 
team members entering Calvary Homes main 
building. 

(Pictured:  Dave Stott, Vice President 
of Operations at Calvary, answers the 
questions and has his temperature taken.)
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www.ambassadoradvisors.com

1755 Oregon Pike, Suite 100 
Lancaster, PA 17601-4272 

717-560-8300  |  800-395-7660
Ambassador Advisors is a Registered Investment 
Advisor. Securities offered through American 
Portfolios Financial Services, Inc., of Holbrook, 
NY, 631.439.4600 (APFS), member FINRA, SIPC. 
Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Ambassador Advisors, LLC. Ambassador 
Advisors is not owned or operated by APFS.

W
hatever living means to you, 
DO MORE of it. With the peace 
of mind from sound financial 
planning, you can have confidence 
that the course you’ve mapped will 

take you safely to your destination. The planning 
that you do today affects your family—as well as 
those ministries close to your heart— tomorrow. 
Ambassador Advisors can help you craft strategies 
for life, from making a plan to build your savings, to 
creating a legacy for your children, grandchildren, 
and beloved ministries.

Our team of professionals at Ambassador Advisors 
helps faithful stewards DREAM MORE, PLAN 
MORE, and DO MORE with their assets. 



We are here for you.

• Virtual Appointments

• Phone Appointments  

• Free Consultations

Manheim Township | Millersville | Lancaster | Lititz | Strasburg

 Call Anytime 717.560.5100
preplan@SnyderFuneralHome.com 

During this time of 
social distancing, we 
have put options in 
place so that we may 
still meet with clients.

still
Kelly Gramola Townsend & Jackie Adamson
Pre-planning Specialists

Thinking about Pre-planning?

502 Elizabeth Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601


